
Black Lives Matter 
Children’s and Teen Titles 
 
All-American Boys ● Reynolds, Jason and Brendan Kiely Find It: Y REY 
 
When sixteen-year-old Rashad is mistakenly accused of stealing, classmate Quinn witnesses his brutal beating at 
the hands of a police officer who happens to be the older brother of his best friend. Told through Rashad and 
Quinn's alternating viewpoints. 
 
Anger Is a Gift ● Oshiro, Mark Find It: Y OSH 
 
Six years ago, Moss Jefferies' father was murdered by an Oakland police officer. Along with losing a parent, the 
media's vilification of his father and lack of accountability has left Moss with near crippling panic attacks. Now, in 
his sophomore year of high school, Moss and his fellow classmates find themselves increasingly treated like 
criminals in their own school. New rules. Random locker searches. Constant intimidation and Oakland Police 
Department stationed in their halls. Despite their youth, the students decide to organize and push back against 
the administration. When tensions hit a fever pitch and tragedy strikes, Moss must face a difficult choice: give in to 
fear and hate or realize that anger can actually be a gift. 
 
As the Crow Flies ● Gillman, Melanie Find It: Y GN AST 
 
Charlie Lamonte is thirteen years old, queer, black, and questioning what was once a firm belief in God. So 
naturally, she's spending a week of her summer vacation stuck at an all-white Christian youth backpacking camp. 
As the journey wears on and the rhetoric wears thin, she can't help but poke holes in the pious obliviousness of 
this storied sanctuary with little regard for people like herself -- or her fellow camper Sydney. 
 
Birmingham 1963: How a Photograph Rallied Civil Rights Support Find It: J 323.1196 TOU 
Tougas, Shelley 
 
In May 1963, news photographer Charles Moore was on hand to document the Children’s Crusade, a civil rights 
protest. But the photographs he took that day did more than document an event; they helped change history. His 
photograph of a trio of African-American teenagers being slammed against a building by a blast of water from a 
fire hose was especially powerful. The image of this brutal treatment turned Americans into witnesses at a time 
when hate and prejudice were on trial. It helped rally the civil rights movement and energized the public, making 
civil rights a national problem needing a national solution. And it paved the way for Congress to finally pass laws 
to give citizens equal rights regardless of the color of their skin. 
 
Black Enough: Stories of Being Young and Black in America Find It: Y ZOB 
Zoboi, Ibi Aanu (editor) 
 
Black is ... sisters navigating their relationship at summer camp in Portland, Oregon, as written by Renée Watson. 
Black is ... three friends walking back from the community pool talking about nothing and everything, in a story by 
Jason Reynolds. Black is ... Nic Stone's high-class beauty dating a boy her momma would never approve of. 
Black is ... two girls kissing in Justina Ireland's story set in Maryland. Black is urban and rural, wealthy and poor, 
mixed race, immigrants, and more--because there are countless ways to be Black enough. A collection of short 
stories explore what it is like to be young and black, centering on the experiences of black teenagers and 
emphasizing that one person's experiences, reality, and personal identity are different than someone else. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Black Power Salute: How a Photograph Captured a Political Protest Find It: J 796.48 SMI 
Smith-Llera, Danielle 
 
Two American athletes made history at the 1968 Summer Olympics, but not on the track. They staged a silent 
protest against racial injustice. Tommie Smith and John Carlos, gold and bronze medalists in the 200-meter 
sprint, stood with heads bowed and black-gloved fists raised as the national anthem played during the medal 
ceremony. The Australian silver medalist wore a human rights badge in support. All three would pay a heavy price 
for their activism. A Life magazine photograph seen by millions would ensure that the silent protest was 
remembered, and eventually admired, as a symbol of the battle for equality and civil rights. 
 
Black Women Who Dared ● Moyer, Naomi M. Find It: Y 305.4889 MOY 
 
Short biographies of ten Black women from Canada and the United States, ranging from 1793 to the present. 
Anti-slavery activists, business women, community organizers, and educators; they were, and are, leaders 
committed to uplifting their communities. 
 
Blended ● Draper, Sharon M. Find It: J DRA 
 
Piano-prodigy Isabella, eleven, whose black father and white mother struggle to share custody, never feels whole, 
especially as racial tensions affect her school, her parents both become engaged, and she and her stepbrother 
are stopped by police. 
 
The Book Itch: Freedom, Truth, and Harlem’s Greatest Bookstore Find It: E NEL 
Nelson, Vaunda Micheaux 
 
Relates the story of the National Memorial African Bookstore, founded in Harlem by Louis Michaux in 1939, as 
seen from the perspective of Louis Michaux Jr., who met famous men like Muhammad Ali and Malcolm X while 
helping there. 
 
Brown Girl Dreaming ● Woodson, Jacqueline Find It: J BIO WOODSON 
 
Raised in South Carolina and New York, Woodson always felt halfway home in each place. In vivid poems, she 
shares what it was like to grow up as an African American in the 1960s and 1970s, living with the remnants of Jim 
Crow and her growing awareness of the Civil Rights movement. Touching and powerful, each poem is both 
accessible and emotionally charged, each line a glimpse into a child's soul as she searches for her place in the 
world. Woodson's poetry also reflects the joy of finding her voice through writing stories, despite the fact that she 
struggled with reading as a child. Her love of stories inspired her and stayed with her, creating the first sparks of 
the gifted writer she was to become. 
 
Bud, Not Buddy ● Curtis, Christopher Paul Find It: J CUR 
 
Ten-year-old Bud, a motherless boy living in Flint, Michigan, during the Great Depression, escapes a bad foster 
home and sets out in search of the man he believes to be his father--the renowned bandleader, H.E. Calloway of 
Grand Rapids. 
 
The Case For Loving: The Fight For Interracial Marriage ● Alko, Selina Find It: J 306.8 ALK 
 
The story of interracial couple Mildred and Richard Loving, who got married in Washington, D.C., and were 
arrested after they returned to Virginia, and took their legal case all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court. 
 
The Civil Rights Movement ● George, Enzo Find It: J 323.1 GEO 
Uses primary sources to discuss the Civil Rights Movement, including the Montgomery bus boycott, the Civil 
Rights Act, and the assassination of Martin Luther King. 
 
 
 



Clean Getaway ● Stone, Nic Find It: J STO 
 
For the life of him, William "Scoob" Lamar can't seem to stay out of trouble--and now the run-ins at school have 
led to lockdown at home. So when G'ma, Scoob's favorite person on Earth, asks him to go on an impromptu road 
trip, he's in the RV faster than he can say FREEDOM. With G'ma's old maps and a strange pamphlet called the 
'Travelers' Green Book' at their side, the pair takes off on a journey down G'ma's memory lane. But adventure 
quickly turns to uncertainty: G'ma keeps changing the license plate, dodging Scoob's questions, and refusing to 
check Dad's voice mails. And the farther they go, the more Scoob realizes that the world hasn't always been a 
welcoming place for kids like him, and things aren't always what they seem--G'ma included. 
 
Counting On Katherine: How Katherine Johnson Saved Apollo 13 Find It: J BIO JOHNSON 
Becker, Helaine 
 
You've likely heard of the historic Apollo 13 mission. But do you know about the mathematical genius who made 
sure that Apollo 13 returned safely home? As a child, Katherine Johnson loved to count. She counted the steps 
on the road, the number of dishes and spoons she washed in the kitchen sink, everything! Boundless, curious, 
and excited by calculations, young Katherine longed to know as much as she could about math, about the 
universe. From Katherine's early beginnings as a gifted student to her heroic accomplishments as a prominent 
mathematician at NASA, this is the story of a groundbreaking American woman who not only calculated the 
course of moon landings but, in turn, saved lives and made enormous contributions to history. 
 
Crown: An Ode to the Fresh Cut ● Barnes, Derrick D. Find It: E BAR 
 
Celebrates the magnificent feeling that comes from walking out of a barber shop with newly-cut hair. 
 
The Day You Begin ● Woodson, Jacqueline Find It: E WOO 
 
Other students laugh when Rigoberto, an immigrant from Venezuela, introduces himself but later, he meets 
Angelina and discovers that he is not the only one who feels like an outsider. 
 
Dear Martin ● Stone, Nic Find It: Y CD STO 
 
Writing letters to the late Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., seventeen-year-old college-bound Justyce McAllister 
struggles to face the reality of race relations today and how they are shaping him. 
 
Discovering Wes Moore ● Moore, Wes Find It: Y BIO MOORE 
 
The author, a Rhodes scholar and combat veteran, analyzes factors that influenced him as well as another man 
of the same name and from the same neighborhood who was drawn into a life of drugs and crime and ended up 
serving life in prison, focusing on the influence of relatives, mentors, and social expectations that could have led 
either of them on different paths. 
 
The Freedom Summer Murders ● Mitchell, Don Find It: J 323.1 MIT 
 
Coinciding with the fiftieth anniversary of the Freedom Summer murders, traces the events surrounding the KKK 
lynching of three young civil rights activists who were trying to register African Americans for the vote. In June of 
1964, three idealistic young men (one black and two white) were lynched by the Ku Klux Klan in Mississippi. They 
were trying to register African Americans to vote as part of the Freedom Summer effort to bring democracy to the 
South. Their disappearance and murder caused a national uproar and was one of the most significant incidents of 
the Civil Rights Movement, and contributed to the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. Mitchell takes a 
comprehensive look at the brutal murders of James Chaney, Andrew Goodman, and Michael Schwerner, through 
to the conviction in 2005 of mastermind Edgar Ray Killen. 
 
 
 
 



Follow Chester: A College Football Team Fights Racism and Makes History 
Respress-Churchwell, Gloria Find It: J 796.332 RES 
 
A little known civil rights hero and college football MVP finally gets a voice in this fictional account detailing 
Chester Pierce's game-changing play as he became the first black college football player to compete south of the 
Mason-Dixon Line. In 1947, no African American player can play at a southern school; in return, the opposing 
team benches a player of "equal talent." This historical fiction picture book frames a turbulent time in the civil 
rights era with the clever use of a football play to show race relations and teamwork. Inspired by a true story, 
capturing a historic defense against the Jim Crow laws of the South. 
 
Genesis Begins Again ● Williams, Alicia Find It: J WIL 
 
Thirteen-year-old Genesis tries again and again to lighten her black skin, thinking it is the root of her family's 
troubles, before discovering reasons to love herself as is. 
 
Ghost Boys ● Rhodes, Jewell Parker Find It: J RHO 
 
After seventh-grader Jerome is shot by a white police officer, he observes the aftermath of his death and meets 
the ghosts of other fallen black boys including historical figure Emmett Till. 
 
A Good Kind of Trouble ● Ramée, Lisa Find It: J RAM 
 
After attending a powerful protest, Shayla starts wearing an armband to school to support the Black Lives Matter 
movement, but when the school gives her an ultimatum, she is forced to choose between her education and her 
identity. 
 
Hands Up! ● McDaniel, Breanna J. Find It: E MCD 
 
A young girl lifts her hands up in a series of everyday moments before finally raising her hands in resistance at a 
protest march. 
 
The Hate U Give ● Thomas, Angie Find It: Y THO; Y PLWY THO 
 
Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor neighborhood where she lives and the fancy 
suburban prep school she attends. The uneasy balance between these worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses 
the fatal shooting of her childhood best friend Khalil at the hands of a police officer. Khalil was unarmed. Soon 
afterward, his death is a national headline. Some are calling him a thug, maybe even a drug dealer and a 
gangbanger. Protesters are taking to the streets in Khalil’s name. Some cops and the local drug lord try to 
intimidate Starr and her family. What everyone wants to know is: what really went down that night? And the only 
person alive who can answer that is Starr. But what Starr does or does not say could upend her community. It 
could also endanger her life. 
 
Henry’s Freedom Box: A True Story From the Underground Railroad Find It: E LEV 
Levine, Ellen 
 
A fictionalized account of how, in 1849, a Virginia slave, Henry "Box" Brown, escapes to freedom by shipping 
himself in a wooden crate from Richmond to Philadelphia. 
 
Hey Black Child ● Perkins, Useni Eugene Find It: E PER 
 
A lyrical, empowering poem that celebrates black children and seeks to inspire all young ones to dream big and 
achieve their goals. 
 
 
 
 



Hidden Figures: The True Story of Four Black Women and the Space Race  
Shetterly, Margot Lee  Find It: E 510.92 SHE 
 
Explores the previously uncelebrated but pivotal contributions of NASA's African American women 
mathematicians to America's space program, describing how Jim Crow laws segregated them despite their 
groundbreaking successes. Includes biographies on Dorothy Jackson Vaughan (1910-2008), Mary Winston 
Jackson (1921-2005), Katherine Colman Goble Johnson (1918-2020), and Dr. Christine Mann Darden (1942-). 
 
How It Went Down ● Magoon, Kekla Find It: Y MAG  
 
When sixteen-year-old Tariq Johnson is shot to death, his community is thrown into an uproar because Tariq was 
black and the shooter, Jack Franklin, is white, and in the aftermath everyone has something to say, but no two 
accounts of the events agree. Sequel: Light It Up (description below). 
 
I Am Enough ● Byers, Grace Find It: E BYE 
 
Shares a story of loving who you are, respecting others and being kind to one another. 
 
I, Too, Am America ● Hughes, Langston Find It: J 811.52 HUG 
 
Presents the popular poem by one of the central figures in the Harlem Renaissance, highlighting the courage and 
dignity of the African American Pullman porters in the early twentieth century. 
 
I’m Not Dying With You Tonight ● Jones, Kimberly Find It: Y JON 
 
Told from two viewpoints, Atlanta high school seniors Lena and Campbell, one black, one white, must rely on 
each other to survive after a football rivalry escalates into a riot. 
 
Let Me Hear a Rhyme ● Jackson, Tiffany D. Find It: Y JAC 
 
Brooklyn, 1998. Biggie Smalls was right: Things done changed. But that doesn't mean that Quadir and Jarrell are 
cool letting their best friend Steph's music lie forgotten under his bed after he's murdered -- not when his rhymes 
could turn any Bed Stuy corner into a party. With the help of Steph's younger sister Jasmine, they come up with a 
plan to promote Steph's music under a new rap name: The Architect. Soon, everyone wants a piece of him. When 
his demo catches the attention of a hotheaded music label rep, the trio must prove Steph's talent from beyond the 
grave. As the pressure of keeping their secret grows, Quadir, Jarrell, and Jasmine are forced to confront the truth 
about what happened to Steph. Only, each has something to hide. And with everything riding on Steph's fame, 
they need to decide what they stand for or lose all that they've worked so hard to hold on to -- including each 
other. 
 
Light It Up ● Magoon, Kekla Find It: Y MAG 
 
Told from multiple viewpoints, Shae Tatum, an unarmed, thirteen-year-old black girl, is shot by a white police 
officer, throwing their community into upheaval and making it a target of demonstrators. Sequel to How It Went 
Down (description above). 
 
Lillian’s Right to Vote: A Celebration of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 Find It: E WIN 
Winter, Jonah 
 
As an elderly woman, Lillian recalls that her great-great-grandparents were sold as slaves in front of a courthouse 
where only rich white men were allowed to vote, then the long fight that led to her right--and determination--to cast 
her ballot since the Voting Rights Act gave every American the right to vote. 
 
 
 
 



Loving vs. Virginia: A Documentary Novel of the Landmark Civil Rights Case 
Powell, Patricia Hruby Find It: Y POW 
 
Written in blank verse, this is the story of Mildred Loving, an African American girl, and Richard Loving, a 
Caucasian boy, who challenge the Viriginia law forbidding interracial marriages in the 1950s. 
 
Lunch Counter Sit-Ins: How Photographs Helped Foster Peaceful Civil Rights Protests 
Smith-Llera, Danielle Find It: J 323.1196 SMI\ 
 
On point historical photographs combined with strong narration bring the saga of the Woolworth lunch counter sit-
ins in the early 1960s to life. Readers will learn about the four brave college students who started it all, as well as 
the many who came after. These events changed the world. The photographer who took the photographs shown 
in this book is now in his 90s, but he agreed to an exclusive interview for this book. 
 
March: Book One ● Lewis, John Find It: Y GN MAR 
 
This graphic novel is Congressman John Lewis' first-hand account of his lifelong struggle for civil and human 
rights, meditating in the modern age on the distance traveled since the days of Jim Crow and segregation. Rooted 
in Lewis' personal story, it also reflects on the highs and lows of the broader civil rights movement. Book One 
spans Lewis' youth in rural Alabama, his life-changing meeting with Martin Luther King, Jr., the birth of the 
Nashville Student Movement, and their battle to tear down segregation through nonviolent lunch counter sit-ins, 
building to a climax on the steps of City Hall. His commitment to justice and nonviolence has taken him from an 
Alabama sharecropper's farm to the halls of Congress, from a segregated schoolroom to the 1963 March on 
Washington D.C., and from receiving beatings from state troopers, to receiving the Medal of Freedom awarded to 
him by Barack Obama, the first African-American president. First in a trilogy. 
 
The March Against Fear: The Last Great Walk of the Civil Rights Movement and the Emergence of Black Power 
Ann Bausum Find It: Y 323.1196 BAU 
 
Mississippi. 1966. On a hot June afternoon an African-American man named James Meredith set out to walk 
through his home state, intending to fight racism and fear with his feet. A seemingly simple plan, but one teeming 
with risk. Just one day later Meredith was shot and wounded in a roadside ambush. Within twenty-four hours, 
Martin Luther King, Jr., Stokely Carmichael, and other civil rights leaders had taken up Meredith's cause, 
determined to overcome this violent act and complete Meredith's walk. The stakes were high--there was no time 
for advance planning and their route cut through dangerous territory. No one knew if they would succeed. By 
many measures the March Against Fear became one of the greatest protests of the civil rights era. But it was also 
one of the last, and the campaign has been largely forgotten. Critically acclaimed author Ann Bausum brings this 
crucial turning point of civil rights history back to life, escorting you along the dusty Mississippi roads where heroic 
marchers endured violence, rage, and fear as they walked more than 200 miles in the name of equality and 
justice. 
 
Marley Dias ● Benjamin, Jenny Find It: J BIO DIAS 
 
Offers a biography of child activist Marley Dias and explores how she has made a difference for other young girls. 
 
Memphis, Martin, and the Mountaintop: The Sanitation Strike of 1968 Find It: J BIO DIAS 
Duncan, Alice Faye 
 
This historical fiction picture book presents the story of nine-year-old Lorraine Jackson, who in 1968 witnessed 
the Memphis sanitation strike--Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s final stand for justice before his assassination--when 
her father, a sanitation worker, participated in the protest. 
 
 
 
 
 



The Mighty Miss Malone ● Curtis, Christopher Paul Find It: J CUR, J CD CUR 
 
With love and determination befitting the "world's greatest family," twelve-year-old Deza Malone, her older brother 
Jimmie, and their parents endure tough times in Gary, Indiana, and later Flint, Michigan, during the Great 
Depression. 
 
Miles to Go For Freedom: Segregation & Civil Rights in the Jim Crow Years  
Osborne, Linda Barrett Find It: J 323.4 OSB 
 
Told through first-person accounts, Library of Congress records, and other primary sources, an overview of racial 
segregation and early civil rights efforts in Jim Crow America examines the period from various perspectives while 
explaining the impact of legal segregation and discrimination. 
 
Not My Idea: A Book About Whiteness ● Higgenbotham, Anastasia Find It: J 305.8 HIG 
 
A white child sees a TV news report of a white police officer shooting and killing a black man. “In our family, we 
don't see color,” his mother says, but he sees the colors plain enough. An afternoon in the library's history stacks 
uncover the truth of white supremacy in America. Racism was not his idea and he refuses to defend it. 
 
Obviously: Stories From My Timeline ● Hughes, Akilah Find It: Y BIO HUGHES 
 
Comedian and activist Akilah Hughes shares everything about her journey from a childhood in the south to the big 
screen while dispensing invaluable big-sister-style advice to a generation of future YouTubers. 
 
On the Come Up ● Thomas, Angie Find It: Y THO; Y PLWY THO 
 
As the daughter of an underground hip hop legend who died right before he hit big, Bri wants to be one of the 
greatest rappers of all time-- and has massive shoes to fill. She's been labeled a hoodlum at school, and the 
fridge at home is empty after her mom loses her job. So Bri pours her anger and frustration into her first song, 
which goes viral -- for all the wrong reasons. Portrayed by the media as a menace, Bri makes a choice-- and 
becomes the very thing the public has made her out to be. The odds are stacked against her, and freedom of 
speech isn't always free. 
 
One Crazy Summer ● Williams-Garcia, Rita Find It: J WIL 
 
In the summer of 1968, after traveling from Brooklyn to Oakland, California, to spend a month with the mother 
they barely know, eleven-year-old Delphine and her two younger sisters arrive to a cold welcome as they discover 
that their mother, a dedicated poet and printer, is resentful of the intrusion of their visit and wants them to attend a 
nearby Black Panther summer camp. 
 
One Person, No Vote: How Not All Voters Are Treated Equally: Young Readers’ Adaptation 
Anderson, Carol with Tonya Bolden Find It: Y 324.62 AND 
 
In her New York Times bestseller White Rage, Carol Anderson laid bare an insidious history of policies that have 
systematically impeded black progress in America, from 1865 to our combustible present. With One Person, No 
Vote, she chronicles a related history: the rollbacks to African American participation in the vote since the 2013 
Supreme Court decision that eviscerated the Voting Rights Act of 1965. Known as the Shelby ruling, this decision 
effectively allowed districts with a demonstrated history of racial discrimination to change voting requirements 
without approval from the Department of Justice. Focusing on the aftermath of Shelby, Anderson follows the 
astonishing story of government-dictated racial discrimination unfolding before our very eyes as more and more 
states adopt voter suppression laws. In gripping, enlightening detail she explains how voter suppression works, 
from photo ID requirements to gerrymandering to poll closures. And with vivid characters, she explores the 
resistance: the organizing, activism, and court battles to restore the basic right to vote to all Americans as the 
nation gears up for the 2020 presidential election season. 
 
 



Reaching for the Moon: The Autobiography of NASA Mathematician Katherine Johnson 
Johnson, Katherine Find It: Y BIO JOHNSON 
 
The inspiring autobiography of NASA mathematician Katherine Johnson, who helped launch Apollo 11.  
 
Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry ● Taylor, Mildred D. Find It: Y TAY 
 
A black family living in Mississippi during the Depression of the 1930s is faced with prejudice and discrimination 
which its children do not understand. First in a series. 
 
Ruth and the Green Book ● Ramsey, Calvin A. Find It: E RAM 
 
When Ruth and her parents take a motor trip from Chicago to Alabama to visit her grandma, they rely on a 
pamphlet called "The Negro Motorist Green Book" to find places that will serve them. Includes facts about "The 
Green Book." 
 
Simeon’s Story: An Eyewitness Account of the Kidnapping of Emmett Till Find It: Y 305.896 WRI 
Wright, Simeon 
 
No modern tragedy has had a greater impact on race relations in America than the kidnapping and murder of 
Emmett Till. A 14-year-old black boy from Chicago visiting relatives in Mississippi in 1955, Till was taken from his 
uncle’s home by two white men; several days later, his body was found in the Tallahatchie River. This grotesque 
crime became the catalyst for the civil rights movement. At age 12, author Simeon Wright saw and heard his 
cousin Emmett whistle at a white woman at a grocery store; he was sleeping in the same bed with him when 
Emmett was taken; and he was at the sensational trial. This is his gripping coming-of-age memoir. 
 
Sit In: How Four Friends Stood Up By Sitting Down ● Pinkney, Andrea Davis Find It: J 323.1 PIN 
 
This picture book is a celebration of the 50th anniversary of the momentous Woolworth's lunch counter sit-in, 
when four college students staged a peaceful protest that became a defining moment in the struggle for racial 
equality and the growing civil rights movement. 
 
Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You: A Remix of the National Book Award-Winning  
 Stamped From the Beginning 
Reynolds, Jason Find It: Y 305.8 REY 
 
A history of racist and antiracist ideas in America, from their roots in Europe until today, adapted from the National 
Book Award winner Stamped from the Beginning. 
 
Sulwe ● Nyong’o, Lupita Find It: E NYO 
 
When five-year-old Sulwe's classmates make fun of her dark skin, she tries lightening herself to no avail, but her 
encounter with a shooting star helps her understand there is beauty in every shade. 
 
To the Rescue: Garrett Morgan Underground ● Kulling, Monica Find It: J BIO MORGAN 
 
In 1911, 146 workers died in the shocking Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire in New York City. Morgan decided to 
invent a safety hood for firefighters -- but people weren't interested in buying his safety hood when they 
discovered its inventor was black. When an explosion trapped workers in a tunnel under Lake Erie in 1916, his 
hoods were rushed to the scene and used to rescue as many men as possible. Developed further, Garrett's 
invention came to save thousands of soldiers from chlorine gas in the trenches of World War I. 
 
 
 
 
 



Trailblazer: The Story of Ballerina Raven Wilkinson ● Schubert, Leda Find It: J BIO WILKINSON 
 
When she was only five years old, her parents took her to see the Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo. Raven perched 
on her crushed velvet seat, heard the tympani, and cried with delight even before the curtain lifted. From that 
moment on, her passion for dance only grew stronger. No black ballerina had ever danced with a major American 
touring troupe before. Raven would be the first. All Raven Wilkinson wanted to do was dance. On Raven's ninth 
birthday, her uncle gifted her with ballet lessons, and she completely fell in love with dance. While she was a 
student at Columbia University, Raven auditioned for the Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo and was finally accepted 
on her third try, even after being told she couldn't dance with them because of her skin color. She encountered 
racism in her travels while on tour, but the applause, alongside the opportunity to dance, made all the hardship 
worth it. She would later dance for royalty with the Dutch National Ballet and regularly performed with the New 
York City Opera until she was fifty. This beautiful picture book tells the uplifting story of the first African American 
ballerina to ever dance with a major American touring troupe and how she became a huge inspiration for Misty 
Copeland. Theodore's unique, heavy line style of illustration brings a deeper level of fluidity and life to the work. 
 
Trouble Maker for Justice: The Story of Bayard Rustin, The Man Behind the March on Washington 
Houtman, Jacqueline, Walter Naegle, and Michael G. Long Find It: Y BIO RUSTIN 
 
Bayard Rustin believed that every human being deserves respect and dignity. As a child he was taught that we all 
have a duty to stand up to prejudice and discrimination, and that conflict must be resolved through peaceful, 
nonviolent means. And so, Bayard began to peacefully resist--in high school he was arrested for sitting in the 
"whites only" section of his hometown movie theater--no matter the consequences. Bayard Rustin grew up to 
become one of the key figures of the American Civil Rights Movement. He was a mentor to Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr., teaching him the philosophy and techniques of nonviolent direct action. In 1963, he organized the March on 
Washington, one of America's most historic protest marches. And yet, he is absent from most history books, in 
large part because he was openly gay. This biography traces Bayard's lifetime of activism and highlights his 
fearless commitment to justice and equality for all. 
 
Turning 15 on the Road to Freedom ● Lowery, Lynda Blackmon Find It: J 323.1 LOW 
 
A 50th-anniversary tribute shares the story of the youngest person to complete the momentous Selma to 
Montgomery March, describing her frequent imprisonments for her participation in nonviolent demonstrations and 
how she felt about her involvement in historic Civil Rights events. 
 
TV Exposes Brutalitiy on the Selma March ● Smith-Llera, Danielle Find It: J 323.1196 LLE 
 
On-point historical photographs combined with strong narration bring the story of the civil rights marches to life. 
Kids will learn about the way in which Southern States kept African Americans from voting and the history that led 
to nonviolent civil rights marches to fight for the right to vote guaranteed by the Constitution. As an added bonus, 
readers will learn about how this played out on TV and galvanized the civil rights movement, leading to the 
passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. Seeing the brutality on TV turned the fight for voting rights in the South 
into a national cause. Accompanying video will show readers what viewers saw at the time. 
 
Tyler Johnson Was Here ● Coles, Jay Find It: Y COL 
 
When Marvin Johnson's twin brother, Tyler, is shot and killed by a police officer, Marvin must fight injustice to 
learn the true meaning of freedom. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Undefeated ● Alexander, Kwame Find It: J 811.6 ALE 
 
The Newbery Award-winning author of The Crossover pens an ode to black American triumph and tribulation, with 
art from a two-time Caldecott Honoree. Originally performed for ESPN's The Undefeated, this poem is a love 
letter to black life in the United States. It highlights the unspeakable trauma of slavery, the faith and fire of the civil 
rights movement, and the grit, passion, and perseverance of some of the world's greatest heroes. The text is also 
peppered with references to the words of Martin Luther King, Jr., Langston Hughes, Gwendolyn Brooks, and 
others, offering deeper insights into the accomplishments of the past, while bringing stark attention to the 
endurance and spirit of those surviving and thriving in the present. Robust back matter at the end provides 
valuable historical context and additional detail for those wishing to learn more. 
 
We Are Not Yet Equal: Understanding Our Racial Divide Find It: Y 323.1196 AND 
Anderson, Carol with Tonya Bolden 
 
This young adult adaptation brings Carol Anderson's ideas to a new audience. When America achieves 
milestones of progress toward full and equal black participation in democracy, the systemic response is a 
consistent racist backlash that rolls back those wins. We Are Not Yet Equal examines five of these moments: The 
end of the Civil War and Reconstruction was greeted with Jim Crow laws; the promise of new opportunities in the 
North during the Great Migration was limited when blacks were physically blocked from moving away from the 
South; the Supreme Court's landmark 1954 Brown v. Board of Education decision was met with the shutting down 
of public schools throughout the South; the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Voting Rights Act of 1965 led to laws that 
disenfranchised millions of African American voters and a War on Drugs that disproportionally targeted blacks; 
and the election of President Obama led to an outburst of violence including the death of black teen Michael 
Brown in Ferguson, Missouri as well as the election of Donald Trump. This YA adaptation will be written in an 
approachable narrative style that provides teen readers with additional context to these historic moments, 
photographs and archival images, and additional back matter and resources for teens. 
 
We March ● Evans, Shane Find It: E EVA 
 
Illustrations and brief text portray the events of the 1963 march in Washington, D.C., where the Reverend Martin 
Luther King Jr. delivered a historic speech. 
 
Young, Gifted, and Black: Meet 52 Black Heroes From Past and Present Find It: J 920 WIL 
Wilson, Jamia 
 
This book brings together 52 iconic talents from the past and present and celebrates their inspirational 
achievements. Meet figureheads, leaders and pioneers such as Martin Luther King, Nelson Mandela and Rosa 
Parks, as well as cultural trailblazers and sporting heroes, including Stevie Wonder, Oprah Winfrey and Serena 
Williams. 
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